
 

 A dilapidated, listed manor house in Adunatii Copaceni regains life, through the generosity of an old family 

who decided to offer its former home to be renovated and transformed into a care center for children diagnosed with 

incurable diseases. The endeavour (http://copaceni.hospice.ro/en/the-project/) is carried out by Hospice Casa 

Sperantei, a non-profit organisation founded by Graham Perolls in Brasov, Romania, in 1992, member of the 

Hospices of Hope Network and the largest organisation in the country providing free specialised palliative care 

services. 

 At the time of the donation made by the Florescu family, the building was in a state of disrepair and 

degradation, due to its improper use during the communist era, neglection and exposure to natural elements after the 

change of regime in 1989. Extensive refurbishment works were needed, but the main thrust of the project was to 

create a soothing, sympathetic place, very much unlike the local medical facilities and their impersonal atmosphere. 

The building itself has facilitated this particular approach by its scale, its generous spaces and windows, and 

architectural features such as the wooden ceilings, atypical but beautiful stairway, its entrance veranda and first floor 

loggia.  

Through the years, though, it had underwent successive modifications. The interiors were cleared of all 

such extraneous elements, including a parasite structure on the first floor, which was replaced by a lattice bridge 

floating over the stair, allowing more light to pass through the slats and onto the stair ramp. On the exterior, however, 

additions had been made to the north-western side, which altered the volumetric integrity of the manor. The final 

settlement was for them to be preserved, mainly for lack of space and budget reasons, while also bringing forth a 

new perception of the place, a more symbolic one: the resulting structure bears witness to different historical and 

cultural periods by which it has been impacted. They are now part of a new chapter as it continues to develop.  

As a matter of course, a crucial decision came during the design process to demolish the addition to the 

north-east or back side of the manor, a sort of winter garden made of brick and concrete that was nearly collapsing 

and had no architectural value, but was meant to become a multifunctional space for play therapy and workshops.  

 The occasion rose for a more radical approach. Historical research didn’t reveal any information about the 

original configuration of the winter garden, therefore we opted for a simple wooden structure, facades and roof also 

clad in wood. We aimed for clean, almost abstract architectural expression, which would also be warm and 

welcoming in its materiality, a nod to the veranda on the other side of the manor on the same central axis. A narrow, 

horizontal glass strip lifts it from the ground, while its vertical and roof prolongation separates the new construction 

from the existing manor. The wood shell folds inwards above the horizontal glass strip and becomes a bench. 

Openings of various sizes playfully puncture the compact wooden skin, pointing outwards, either to the monumental 

yew trees on its sides, to the loggia on the first floor, or to the sky - through them, the sun casts beams of light on the 

veneered wall surface and parquet flooring. 

 The side opposed to the manor, entirely glazed, opens through a terrace right onto the back garden. Also 

contained by the wooden shell, it sustains the same central axis through rows of trees leading to an ecumenical 

shrine of sorts, made from boulders and tree trunks by previous residents. 

The resulting wooden volume is a house both in an archetypal and a ludic sense, while the choice of wood 

as a building material bears the quality of reversibility, as the listed manor house may some day regain its original 

configuration and architectural integrity.   

For as long as the new form holds true to its intended purpose, it is but a new chapter in the long history of 

an ever evolving space. 


